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Background

In Namibia, livestock farming contributes over 60% to agricultural GDP. In
rural communities, livestock is used as a source of income but also seen as a
symbol of wealth and status and used for traditional ceremonies such as
weddings. Productivity of livestock farming in rural areas depends on
management, status of grazing and abllity of the farmers to provide
supplementary feeding in times of limited grazing. Frequencies of droughts
and floods have been increasing. Omusati region has 265 446 goats (2015
livestock census) a 4% increase from 2014 more than population of the
region estimated at 243 166. Cattle were 294 258, a 12% decrease from 332
584 in 2014 due drought in the same period, this seem to suggest that goats
are more resilient to droughts. The government has implemented an
Incentive to destock during droughts and stressed seasons yet very few
animals are sold during that period. This research sought to identify the
determinants of adaptive capacity of livestock farmers to climate change in
North central Namibia in Omusati region through survey guestionnaires, key
Informant interviews and focus group discussions.
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Adaptive Capacity —
used in this study to
refer to the ability of
iIndividuals to adjust to
potential damage, to
take advantage of
opportunities, or to
respond to con-
sequences of climate
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Determinant of adaptive capacity

Likert Scale ranking 1=very low, 2 = low, 3 = Moderate, 4=high, 5 = very High
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