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Junior researchers, experts, vulnerable people, policy makers:

Strengthening the capacities of all those touched by ASSAR

By Lucia Scodanibbio

ASSAR Project Coordinator, University of Cape Town
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By Alcade Segnon , PhD Student, University of Ghana
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ASSAR made my Master's dream a reality

By Janet Selato , Master’s Student, University of Cape Town
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Jan@®tfirs University
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Learning about ecosystem dynamics, and becoming friends
INn the process

By ASSAR Researchers from Botswana, Ethiopia, Ghana, India and Namibia
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Growing as a researcher with ASSAR

By Ephias Mugari , PhD Student, University of Botswana
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ASSAROS contri buti on to as

By Arjuna Srinidhi , Senior Researcher, Watershed Organisation Trust
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central I ndia. WOTR hassecalowvaayls { r gnsdisciplinary approach adopt i mplementation and community e
organisation, committed to learr|ayer of rigour and depth to t Economics Winter ASalpdalti and Fuh e
respond to local needs. pReseairrcthee and tolalasisflorkmeati ve conference and other annual | ea
Ac . . Pl annhenlgped address challenguhgreopportunities. Consulting with o
;I'E:tﬁfl)airc;r]ﬁq;otmg ucsh,anegsepeacdlaapltlaytilonn tlof water for domes_ticiran_Ma_Hairvae h'elSciences, Il ndi an Meteorol_ogical
level s each requiring a Oliffereafflrmed our blee¢depasr aiboiupatp@emy agency in Maharashtra, whil e al s
’ - - Co - their expectations taught wus- ho
stakehol der . Building capacitie e ¢ ; P ' 9
contribution of t he AdaApti at i Reg sclhence 1 ssues.
(ASSAR) project. ) )
_ _ _ Transregional | essor Our i mage and | everage
Applieddi snal piinary re
ASSAR opened us wup to the inter ASSAR also helped raise thBOTHR o
ASSAR demonstrated that groundtgacross several countries and irCentre for Resialsi ankmo®t ediges i ns
based recommendations are a pretestablish both professional and for effective devel opmental ac twih
formulation and efficient progripe|lped broaden and enrich our S§ based evidence and learnings t
of different tool smicAostgdyidm gytreach. The VWPTp& i ¢ atoilonf oof vulmaking in regard to its thematic
margjnsor instance, allowed UuUs assessmE€ODDrAD)E in a workshop in Igives us the opportunity to |Ie
i ssues to wunderstanding barrier 2018 or gmlmeyi nfgor wat ert ICA®] eRtAIT8 outreach, | ikeppmaeltidipatsmnigonno
and uptake of dAdrmpoeitr rsiegravtiicoens. & Annual Learning Review gave us on prtiinnke tel eVhssoheverage will
responsi s¢ueys was another exam syccessful actions farom $Soectahi As beyond the project period as we
meteorol ogical scilences engaglnNnAfrijcan partners and similarly |¢an upcoming international consul
chall enges i n t-d%iealfa,cludrtoisidge AmEI a Gl obal Temperature Rise of 1.5
programme gave us the opportuni
range of subjects which convent
scope might not have all owed. F
groundwater depletion and gender
economic vul nerability, with- b
| andcover changes, we have broad



http://www.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/138/Working_Papers/ASSAR-working-paper-on-micro-irrigation-at-the-margins_July-2018.pdf
http://www.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/138/Working_Papers/ASSAR-working-paper-on-micro-irrigation-at-the-margins_July-2018.pdf
http://www.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/138/AF2018/posters/WOTR%20Agro-met%20services%20and%20farmer%20responsiveness%20to%20advisories_%20Implications%20for%20Climate%20Smart%20Agriculture.pdf
http://www.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/138/AF2018/posters/WOTR%20Agro-met%20services%20and%20farmer%20responsiveness%20to%20advisories_%20Implications%20for%20Climate%20Smart%20Agriculture.pdf
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/138/TSP%20Brief%20Two%20Pager%20Nov%202016.pdf
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/138/TSP%20Brief%20Two%20Pager%20Nov%202016.pdf
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/138/South_Asia/WOTR/WOTR%20Overall%20TSP%20Report%20-%20Aug%202018_For%20Online%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/138/South_Asia/WOTR/WOTR%20Overall%20TSP%20Report%20-%20Aug%202018_For%20Online%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/138/South_Asia/Climate%20Risks%20and%20Differential%20vulnerabilty%20-%20working%20paper%20-%20Feb%202017.pdf
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/138/South_Asia/Climate%20Risks%20and%20Differential%20vulnerabilty%20-%20working%20paper%20-%20Feb%202017.pdf
https://wotr.org/sites/default/files/The%20Common%20Bucket%20Game%20-%20Instruction%20Manual%20-Design-2.pdf
https://wotr.org/wotr_at_adaptation_futures_2018
https://wotr.org/wotr-centre-resilience-studies-w-cres
https://wotr.org/wotr-centre-resilience-studies-w-cres
https://thewotrblog.wordpress.com/2017/02/04/one-million-farm-ponds-a-revolution/
https://thewotrblog.wordpress.com/2017/02/04/one-million-farm-ponds-a-revolution/

From sceptic to ardent advocate

By Hillary Masundire , Senior Researcher, University of Botswana

As the Principal l nvestigator The national training workshop \
Bot swana it was my responsibil]i ASSAR team to government planner
the work proceeded as planned the VRA approach i n t he pl anni
ecologist, my interest in ASSAR devel opments within tHiAéaier Depsp g
and ecosystem services and how t Chancell or of t he University o f
response to climate change and o Mi ni sters: from Presidenti al Af 1
activities. This was to be carr.i and Rur al Devel opment fflciated
of ASSAR: barriers and enabl ers wor kshops. The VRA WI|| continue
scales inathe seemas of Botswana. > of ASSAR
as a purely biophysical anal ysi s
afihuman obaceonsi dering ecosyste

human livelihoods. . | can confidently confir
I'n July 2015, | met with Dani transformed from a sceptic
Windhoek, Namibia whenwohes wag = an ardent ladddocrmdte.see an)
stakehol derasmagpgitn o4 n-Beseailbhs through which | wi | | carr.
first encouRitlerc owildipttt b &l ymaikte dm - aside from the Ri U appr o
i mpact on me as | believed that .
peogdglocuded.hen worked closely Wl" running an En.VI roﬁmawlsa_l
for ouVulfniersatbi | ity & Ri sk Asnse Project on rivers flowin
Bot swana WhICh we iallrd AiSS ARo tpa o« t hrough Mozambi que, tlo d rh
in October, 2015. now doing this with a con
l ncorporation of Ri

That VRA was the defining momén

exposed me to working directly Thanks t o my | l eagues: Dani

_ _ co
ecosystem services to varying d ' Chandapiwa Mol ef e, Ephias Mugar
|l essltso. also proved to be an op Mmakwena Moesi (University of B
the people whose interests and v (University o f Cape Town) and
well as to review the e | ewsaenrcse. R Organisation Trust, India)

From then on, I became mo

| mportance and benefit
stakehol ders i n my researdg

the chances of wuptake of ; ;

an opportun|

I n August 2018, wor ki ng wi t h Da ve ak ey memy=ar g of
g;tiBoontaslwa\?F?onr(tUraBal)ilniAdr?igsAthiE:?a{glae)lsnu soiutions n med. at. S0l
as the directorate of NafAlbnah BUNSIASLE as  appr=ecliating
government officers took part in me mbers of their
Par 't OfA the training was r-dJinsntirn_ig I Mr Macnana Shamukuni , Bot swa
;rqugj’n:at'j’g:g bacltlyofralil/lat:ahleap\g/ReA.\ V‘_’I_'h Presidential Aftairs, Governan
adequat el y capaci tated! (Quote from Bot s w@me | Dasiilvye NdagsnAlismigs ti d2 @



http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/Namibia_RiU_workshop
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/Namibia_RiU_workshop
https://youtu.be/xf2rkjHJXSw
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/VRA%20workshop
http://www.dailynews.gov.bw/news-details.php?nid=44657
http://www.dailynews.gov.bw/news-details.php?nid=44657
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/assar-botswanas-national-vra-training-workshop-resounding-success
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http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/138/Publications/SA_LIII_17_280418_RWS_Divya_Susan_Solomon.pdf
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/how-depleting-groundwater-threatens-womens-livelihoods-indias-bhavani-region
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/how-depleting-groundwater-threatens-womens-livelihoods-indias-bhavani-region
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/what-i-learned-and-reflected-after-spending-few-days-assar%E2%80%99s-gender-experts
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https://youtu.be/65jAZ_olNTI
https://youtu.be/65jAZ_olNTI
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/capacity-building-sog
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/capacity-building-sog

iThe need for and i mpor At theatsiudnal level, ASSAR achie)
buil ding Cc aepnapcoi w eyr ianngd st regi onal stakeh'olders t o0 accrtarbvinitil
regU ome SRR workshopsaanhet np(}roject al so suppor
Instl_tutllonal and Isyste (ORC) to convene: idls ., whichirpno
and tirmeslpyonse to climat pl atform for vari ous s t a k ebhaosl edde
; ; n ; ; ; i nformation and practices for acce
iPrinciple @& bDN&at Namabi Rolicy ¢
Locally, gi ven cOmmedi ttyo nbeembteerrs
The_A_SSAR project has succ_:essfull climat e change and have t he Ccar
Nami bia. Given the differing capa responses into their changiingecd.i
national to the @ ostfatleyelsf AGHE on
capacity strengthening for impact andadisaster riskemanamgea®ena
varying audiences. Through a rang i n tehoe indi genous | anguage
to enhance the understanding of platform provided through the N
result in increased uptake of ad: institutions to be lead facilitat
across t hese scal es. UItlmater, all owed for t he peopl e on t he 9
vulnerabilities, but for this to " understanding of the issues being
information to make appropriat@® d 1 their valuable knowledge on how t|
Nati onal Policy omnonCl awat eneCshsang t he i mpact s o f climate change. .
educati on, trainingiraensdo naa Eac iwiyt accessing such information in a |
t hat ASSAR has been doing throug chat hel ped to i mprove l oc al | ev
approach ng awar e
At t he nati onal l evel t he proje  f .
opp0(tur_1ity and formed strategic tNONONEN| Wea e g()m()]lcrgncéﬁs%e%pag;,die:fsfsg:nitﬁattiongcoimrr]nfugrlrzé
\a/lvg?kilr:]dl\éltdutahliss V\I/heoverilawyasa ekaesy a cul ture of ctheilr J® Yacerstanding of adaptation chal
issuesgpertaining to climate c%l\’an “LeRnc€n o s and a||tta@lﬁmtaatiiovnepathways, 2MEOUr &gl mg
: , - : , ' change. Recentl vy, however there |
of the project to the National o | =L We it yy Wer € di al ogue €S L0 e P
Pl an; anld lastly, there-basedar ds( knowl ecygeenevoxti on. Thorfciu gihh ctoh e
and findings, which ASSAR was abl B ocf aimnd sl Apprach, the project
represented on the National Cllma’ , . existed between research and upta
as a result, we could report que "Cvarious activities we hope o] h
feedback on the research findings Neml Bl & e bew adap’tation cam ol
project activities
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http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/new-report-vulnerability-and-risk-assessment-omusati-region-namibia
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/new-report-vulnerability-and-risk-assessment-omusati-region-namibia
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/imagining-future-water-productive-use-namibias-omusati-region
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/adapting-climate-change-omusati-namibia-where-there-will-there-way
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/can-experiential-learning-really-be-fun
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/can-experiential-learning-really-be-fun
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/namibia-climate-change-adaptation-booklets
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/namibia-climate-change-adaptation-booklets
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/assar-and-kati-fm-launch-climate-change-radio-show-namibia
http://www.assar.uct.ac.za/news/assar-and-kati-fm-launch-climate-change-radio-show-namibia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf4ImwsGmnI
https://www.namibian.com.na/175699/archive-read/Rural-Namibia-water-management--gives-regional-lessons
https://www.newera.com.na/2018/05/08/cattle-are-currency-in-southern-africa/
https://www.namibian.com.na/67877/read/African-small-scale-farmers-need-more-than-just-land-to-survive-climate-change
https://www.namibian.com.na/67877/read/African-small-scale-farmers-need-more-than-just-land-to-survive-climate-change
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Peer-to-peer learning equips pastoralists to cope better with

By Alemayehu Zewdie

mmu n it idersy liann dEsa sft:
nges of shrinking
slim|l KWKerCyanty, pas
which deci
to adapt

Participatory Scenari o An
i es, ASSAR | earned that
as a maj or consfToaienqui
with skills to bettc«
ea l earning ((P2RPa s texc
m ot her s i n t he ar e
sy s tlerd h &,n oavwnde acsa nmegl .

during the
grass

S
e
(0]

|l earned a | ot

we can also grow
dsaudhoee of t
we coimmphahbhyt o
set aside s

h e
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skill

of knowl edge,
among communi

Lear ni new

ng
exchroged rear i ng
best practices

ee core issues.

and L

climate change
, RiU Coordinator, Oxfam GB

Day 1: Customary natur al r e Dawr c3e rmaormdageeamenrtoduct i on
_ _ The field.  visit to the fodder f
Participants |l ear ned about t he CHste@mye Yy bg)stal tthe'soe”nstanonnaftrudrﬁlP
resource management , known as Ded%@seia”rc%or()"‘rngaa-nig@$i@rﬁ’r%'i’(%RLO) on
community in&l &£&i aha waudt has reVitp”‘r'ddﬁ?é’titd“riSaﬁﬂacatgircoen’omic practic
whi ch promotes zonation of grazingmgpggtiﬁéoayﬁgcfsg_asq}ﬂe ﬁ%\)’t?@wﬁaﬁ"@jm
and drought grazing areas. A Coulncfitlorﬁfaelc,chrﬁrﬁer(ciiaarls gdgdhe) "fedUleat
use of these areas to ensure SUStaﬂ)l”é‘?érevéteisé’h”B?aﬁ‘?f‘@@@meﬁ'th-e Ta& n
counci |l of el der s shared their &P((E’L‘Fﬁée\W/ﬁSSpralcecﬁsc%nsfodl(?é‘rrnﬁrdoduc
chall enges and opportunities witSh‘t%arrteisceirg,aentpsasftruqr@ Kgl amawvegi andnpne
Kachuru (themselves Boranas). as a way of diversifying their sot
and seeds
.a Vv
Way forward

) The P2P |l earning was a great e X |

organi ser s. Participants | earned
skills and experiences among ther
already some indications of attit.
may follow the P2P. As one partic

MNow we know a | ot about <camel s,
meaning to start camel producti on

advi ce. Growing fodder woul d be

already involved in crop product.i

the young and sick animals which
during dtowgHtls.start by trying t

obtained from Kajiado on my farm.

Day 2: Camel value <c
Participants | earned about camel
Kenya Camel Mi |l k Association (KC
i ncreasing adoption of camels by . An
came|l keepers in t he dryl ands. W
experiences since some had alrea , .
nati onal representative for t he
manual with the participants
fiMost of wus never knew that there N
that there are those that are sp . ) t
meaétt o us a camebs aviad ta saarefif rhoanv €
just talked to Khalif (the nationi®%
identify a camel heifer because | 0 i
what others hawvwe succeeded at ¥


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlClMvrPP4U&feature=youtu.be

Enhancing the capacity of local stakeholders to promote agriculture

and food security in semi -arid Ghana

By Rahinatu Sidiki Alare and Prosper Adiku , Technical Officers, University of Ghana

Il n Upper West Region of -iGhdwmcaegd f Th&LAProject aimed to enhance th
spells have affected farming acvulnerable through the training
|l iveli hood in the area. Here, t establishment -bod's e & o menduwna ct ayc y an
buil ding resilience for food s¢platforms, achieiviropgipshe hfaol Ipowivn
creation and capacity support foisolation in the two districts 1e
Lawra and Nandom districleadership |levels; ii) the groups i
at the respective district assemlt r e
Through research and stakehol der Ilnkeq up with the Business Advi sh he
key issues that could hinder or e atctivities, access to credit and ;
region: and through the Tramsfor the groups have gained skills an
process, five action areas were | that negatively impact women [ij
Upper We s t Regi on by 2035 . The Fegul ar meetings in this regard;
management, sustainabl e food an @acting as trainers to empower ot he
i mproved marketing systems, ecesy
smart water management . | n Il i ne
i mproving food security in the ar
range of capacity building activi
exampl es: Beth students and the’ r s @peafvfi arot
. inve!lve the ycocut h. Mr Jdacob Dumba,
Grant for Local Adaptatio Schcol asserted tihedar ntthecost madeint
_ women platfor ms oA e envirecnment and climate chehxei g h
Accordomg teselairmat i cclainma tniocn s t r o N R s ing toge the firm view that estab!ishing
the most vul nerable in society, Wo mean . schools will e&khawtedgéudanesviro
perpetuated by traditional nor-ms . ) Mohammed | brahim of the Nandom Se
help groups (SHGs) are an i mpor t EEEIEEECRUIEECES N EIECECE N NN R RN hand, was grateful for being inspi
overcome many of these barriers platform i |l earnt @ hbhe gwogoodni ntowatnad tiof
women and their househol ds, t hey
l ack _theblneeded capacity, skills The competition achieved the foll
sustainable Climate Adaptati on Throughiﬁbﬂj rﬂ anr?BV&%Qm'mﬁlZt,t]'ympacftee"na:r?djaﬁeer
(CATYIl ) Competition exposed to and able tlaseohtamcti rex
NGOs which have opportunities for
| mpl emented as part of an ASSAGR, Smahd Oppmat enicthiaensgeGramtti on ; i)
theATYclompetition was devel oped onextphaensé¢ orev inattiuare wliatcl t mate chang
sustainability of climate change addgteateincres! ibes weenther thlrendrs arfd t
youth, hence the need to increase tthei reawatenesssitantdoi meeclrae t hiewm
in the climate change discourse. Tpaargteitciinpga nsttsudiemt $ dent skegiond ¢ynaloe
institutions in Lawra and Nandom @&inytiriontme,nttahei sipmesteinTaan otho s @ s
on gener at i nlge vceolmnprna dtyi c al sﬂSBBtiaBssbmeedsed Pbwer Point for the fi

action, atbBasesugh encouraging student-l-sh
own capacities towards the enV|ronme ete

‘malrtKfa el 'bo%k wrdeeste"@rISISPARF i n

TSP workshops resulted in

the barriers and key areas t

- - | i h achieve more effective, wide
r\;vaiwtI forenscoorrlljeroangee tpoeorr?otei vaante uasw adaptation responses. The cap
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Capacity development around soil and water management in the

district of Koutiala, Mali: from need to deed

By Amadou Sidibé , Researcher, International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
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The stories we encounter in the field are the story of all of our lives

By Arjun Srinivas , Researcher, Indian Institute for Human Settlements
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From individual to institutional to public

strengthening in India

By Lucia Scodanibbio
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